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CONFIDENTIAL MONROVIA 2592 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MASS, PFOR, LI, GV 

SUBJECT: GOL ATTITUDE TOWARD U.S. MILITARY MISSION TO LIBERIA 
REF: (A) MONROVIA 2369 (NOTAL), (B) 080011 (NOTAL) 

1 . THE EMBASSY HAS EXPLAINED TO THE GOL THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE 
STATEMENT BY DAS SEELYE MARCH 29 REGARDING A ''PHASE-OUT" OF THE 
U.S. MILITARY MISSION TO LIBERIA IN 1980, BY MEANS OF A NOTE 

TO THE FOREIGN MINISTRY AND A LETTER FROM THE CHIEF, U.S. 

MILITARY MISSION TO DEFENSE MINISTER GREAVES. IN BOTH CASES, 

THE POINTS RAISED IN REFTEL (B) WERE EMPHASIZED AND COPIES 
PROVIDED OF THE SEELYE TESTIMONY AND OF MS. BENSON’S REMARKS 
MARCH 30 BEFORE THE SUBCOMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL SECURITY AND 
SCIENTIFIC AFFAIRS, HOUSE INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE. 

2. IN A CONVERSATION WITH THE POLITICAL COUNSELOR APRIL 14, 

CHRIS MINIKON, ASSISTANT MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS FOR 
AMERICAN AFFAIRS, REITERATED THE GOL VIEW OF THE IMPORTANCE TO IT 
OF THE CONTINUED PRESENCE OF A U.S. MILITARY MISSION IN 

LIBERIA. MINIKON STATED THAT THE GOL IS CONVINCED THAT THE 
MERE PRESENCE IN LIBERIA OF A U.S. MILITARY MISSION, THOUGH 
SMALL IN NUMBER, ACTS AS A DETERRENT TO NEIGHBORS WHO MIGHT 
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HAVE AGGRESSIVE INTENTIONS AGAINST LIBERIA. THE GOL BELIEVES, 
MINIKON STATED, THAT WERE IT NOT FOR THE PRESENCE OF THE USMM, 

SOME KIND OF BORDER INTRUSIONS WOULD ALREADY HAVE TAKEN PLACE. 

IF THE U.S. WERE TO WITHDRAW ITS MILITARY MISSION, MINIKON 
STATED THAT THE GOL WOULD CONCLUDE THAT THE U.S. NO 
LONGER FEELS IT HAS SIGNIFICANT INTERESTS IN LIBERIA OR 
THAT LIBERIA IS A FRIEND OF ANY IMPORTANCE. 
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3. MINIKON SAID THAT THE GOL MUST ALSO DRAW CONCLUSIONS OF ITS 
OWN CONCERNING THE IMPORTANCE GIVEN TO LIBERIA BY THE U.S. FROM 
A COMPARISON OF THE AHOUNTS OF AID AND CREDITS GIVEN BY THE 
U.S. TO DIFFERENT AFRICAN COUNTRIES. HE REFERRED REPEATEDLY TO 
THE $15 MILLION FMS CREDIT GIVEN TO KENYA AND THE CONTRAST WITH 
THE $500,000 PROVIDED THE GOL. 

4. COMMENT: MINIKON'S COMMENTS REFLECT WIDELY FELT SUSPICION 
OF GUINEAN INTENTIONS AGAINST LIBERIA, AS WELL AS THE COMMON 
BELIEF AMONG LIBERIANS THAT U.S. AID AND CREDITS TO LIBERIA IS 

NOT COMMENSURATE WITH THE IMPORTANCE TO THE U.S. OF ITS INTERESTS 
IN LIBERIA. 
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